INTERNATIONAL BUYER PROGRAM

ProMat 2011
McCormick Place South, Chicago, Illinois
March 21-24, 2011
http://www.promatshow.com
ProMat 2011 covers the material handling and logistics industry, which is defined as the movement, storage, control and protection of materials and products throughout the process of manufacture, distribution, consumption and disposal.  
Event Description

A.  General Description:  Material Handling and Logistics Equipment & Systems are core infrastructure to the world’s manufacturing and distribution processes and as such the potential for world trade in the fields continues to grow and represents one of the strongest opportunities of any industry.  Logistics and material handling are taking a much more central role in national economies – a trend certain to continue and expand in the new millennium as new business models take shape.   
ProMat in its current biennial international format has been held in odd numbered years since 1985.  It is now widely recognized as one of the world’s most important material handling and logistics events and is the only international material handling show held in the United States.  ProMat is an event that combines 4 days of show floor exhibits and 5 days of world-class education and training sessions.  

One Badge, Two Shows!  ProMat 2011 will be co-located with Automate 2011.  Automate 2011 is North America’s broadest automation solutions expo.  Automation technologies such as robotics, machine vision, motion control and others are showcased here. Live displays will demonstrate how integrated automation technologies can help companies become stronger global competitors. The show offers something for a vast array of industries - from traditional industrial to intricate high-technology applications.  For more information about Automate 2011, please visit www.automate2011.com.   
B.  Product Categories:  The following product groups and services will be displayed at ProMat 2011:  assembly assist equipment and systems; automated handling systems; automated guided vehicle systems; automated storage/retrieval systems; automatic identification systems; below hook attachments; carousels & vertical storage; casters, wheels, tires; consulting services; computer; containers and pellets; controls; conveyors; cranes and hoists; data collection equipment; flooring; floor trucks; labeling equipment; lift trucks and attachments; loading dock equipment; logistics equipment; mezzanines; modular drawer storage; monorails and monorail systems; motors, gear, batteries; packaging and unitizing machinery and materials; pallets/palletizers; personnel/burden carriers; photo electric and proximity sensors/programmable controllers; portable freight elevators and communications; industrial robots; scales and weighing equipment and systems; shelving; sortation equipment; supply chain integration solutions; system simulation services; tool handling and storage systems; warehouse management systems and third party logistics services. 

The following product categories will be displayed at Automate 2011:  robots; end-of-arm tooling; PLCs controls; fixturings; conveyors; welding equipment; offline programming software; packaging and palletizing equipment; safety equipment; vision systems; cameras; optics; lighting; framegrabbers/imaging boards; vision software; sensors; lasers; motors; controls (controllers, positioners, motion controllers); servo drivers and amplifiers; network and fieldbus technologies; motion software.

C.  Benefits to International Visitors:  

· Free admission to the show floors (ProMat 2011 and Automate 2011)
· Coordination of plant visits (ProMat 2011)
· Travel assistance (ProMat 2011)
· Special welcome by industry leaders in the International Visitors Center (located at ProMat 2011)
· Meeting rooms for special delegation functions (ProMat 2011)
· A unique and highly automated registration/matchmaking system (ProMat 2011)
· Free admission to educational events (ProMat 2011)
· Free product and technology talks on show floor (Automate 2011)

D.  Target Audience:  Potential international customers will include end users, manufacturers, distributors, integrators and consultants of material handling and logistics equipment systems and services.  Attendees will come from manufacturing, distribution, wholesale and retail, transportation and general logistics fields.  They will be in positions of senior importance in their firms and will be able to recommend, specify or approve purchase of material handling and logistics equipment and systems.  
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