International Buyer Program

2011 High Point Spring Market

High Point, North Carolina

April 2 - 7, 2011
1.    SUMMARY 
HIGH POINT MARKET SPRING 2011 will be held April 2 - 7, 2011 in High Point, North Carolina.   It is the largest trade show serving the home furnishings marketplace, representing all aspects of home furnishings, including wood and upholstered furniture, lighting, home décor, fabrics and textiles, and products offered cover all price points in the industry.    Offering 12 million square feet of showroom space and attracting more than 80,000 visitors twice a year, HIGH POINT MARKET is the premier show of its kind in the world. For additional information, please visit the event’s website:  http://www.highpointmarket.org.  

2.  EVENT DESCRIPTION

A.
HIGH POINT MARKET is more than 100 years old, the impact of this show on the industry is significant as it represents all aspects of home furnishings, including wood and upholstered furniture, lighting, home décor, fabrics and textiles, and products offered cover all price points in the industry.  Historically, this Market has attracted buyers and exhibitors from all over the world.   HIGH POINT MARKET is the premier show of its kind in the world and has a regional economic impact of $1.2 billion.   For the State of North Carolina, the ‘furniture cluster’ which includes the HIGH POINT MARKET and supporting industries, contributes $8.2 billion to the economy.   Over time, it has grown to 12 million square feet of showroom space attracting more than 80,000 attendees from 110 countries twice a year.   
B.
Target Audience:  Target Audience comprises key retailers, wholesalers, interior designers, architects and specifiers that sell home furnishings in the categories listed above.   Core regions include Europe, Asia, South America and countries such as China, India, Russia, United Arab Emirates, Italy, Mexico, Canada, South Korea, Brazil and other emerging countries throughout the world.

C.
Scope of Exhibits:  HIGH POINT MARKET 2011 is expected to feature more than 12 million square feet of showroom space and attract more than 45,000 buyers from 110 countries.    The following product concentration areas will be featured at HIGH POINT MARKET:

· Antiques

· Armoires

· Bedding

· Bedroom Furniture

· Bar Furniture

· Bath

· Carpet/Rugs

· Case Goods (Wood Furniture)

· Chairs

· Container Only

· Contract Furniture

· Decorative Accessories

· Dining

· Home Theater

· Juvenile

· Kitchen

· Leather Furniture

· Lamp & Lighting

· Made in the USA

· Occasional Furniture

· Office

· Outdoor/Patio Furniture

· Ready to Assemble (RTA) Furniture

· Services

· Storage & Display

· Textiles/Softgoods

· Unfinished Furniture

· Upholstered Furniture

· Wall Décor

· US Warehouse

D.
HIGH POINT MARKET attendees may choose from more than sixty educational seminars each Market, some of which provide an opportunity to earn Continuing Education Unit (CEU) accreditation.  Seminars, led by leading consumer researchers, designers and consultants, cover all aspects of the home furnishings business, from current lifestyle trends to business-building techniques.  The majority of seminars at Market are free to attendees with a few charging a nominal fee to the sponsoring association. 
3.  EVENT PROMOTION
B.

Multi-language Brochures and Export Interest Directory, a listing of exhibiting companies with exporting interest, sorted alphabetically and by product category, will be available for download from the High Point Market website:  http://www.highpointmarket.org
C.

International Reception:  All international guests will be invited to an “Exhibitor’s Welcome Reception,” Monday April 4, 2011 from 6:00pm - 7:30 pm at the International Buyer Center.
4.
 REGISTRATION

A. Registration Cost

Registration passes to HIGH POINT MARKET are issued FREE to members of the furnishings and design trade.

B. Pre-registration - Returning International Buyers
Returning international Buyers may pre-register for Market using your login id and    password.  Login ids and passwords are sent out prior to Market both by mail and email.

C.
Pre-registration - First Time International Buyers

Go to the HIGH POINT MARKET international registration website:


http://www.highpointmarket.org/reg_international.aspx  and follow the instructions for


First Time International Buyers.

D. On-site Registration
If you miss your opportunity to pre-register, on-site registration is available at the International Buyer Center, the International Home Furnishings Center, Showplace, Market Square, Plaza Suites, Suites at Market Square, Commerce & Design, 220 Elm, and Furniture Plaza buildings.

5.
HOTELS


Hotel reservations may be made on-line by visiting the HIGH POINT MARKET website:

http://www.highpointmarket.org/pyt_accommodations.aspx  or by contacting:

Ms. Dawn Smith
Director of Marketing Services

Tel: 336- 869-1000 ext. 231
Fax: 336-869-6999
E-mail: dawn@highpointmarket.org
6.    
EDUCATIONAL SEMINARS
HIGH POINT MARKET attendees may choose from more than sixty educational seminars each Market, some of which provide an opportunity to earn Continuing Education Unit (CEU) accreditation.  Seminars, led by leading consumer researchers, designers and consultants, cover all aspects of the home furnishings business, from current lifestyle trends to business-building techniques.  The majority of seminars at Market are free to attendees with a few charging a nominal fee to the sponsoring association. 

7.
INTERNATIONAL BUYERS CENTER (IBC)
A special registration area will be set up for all international visitors arriving at the HIGH POINT MARKET.   Currency exchange, meeting rooms, interpreter referrals, daily breakfast and lunch, a prayer and meditation room, and complete travel and concierge service are among services provided in the International Buyer’s Center.   All international attendees/buyers will have access to the International Business Center, and complimentary exhibit entry.   All participants in official Embassy delegations will be offered an informal briefing at the show.
