INTERNATIONAL BUYER PROGRAM

High Point Market, Fall 2011
High Point, North Carolina
October 22 -27, 2011
www.highpointmarket.org 
1.  Summary:
The High Point Market Fall 2011, supported by the International Buyer Program (IBP), will be held in High Point, North Carolina from October 22-27, 2011.  For additional information, please visit the event’s website:  http://www.highpointmarket.org.  

2. Event Description:

A. Background:
High Point Market is one of the largest trade shows in the world serving the home furnishings marketplace, representing all aspects of home furnishings, including wood and upholstered furniture, lighting, bedding, home accessories, textiles, covering all styles and price points in the industry. Offering over 1 million square meters of show space, twice a year- April and October- the High Point Market is regarded by many as the World’s Home for Home Furnishings. 
B. Product Categories:
Product categories to be demonstrated at the High Point Market will include products, supplies and services related to:
· Antiques

· Armoires

· Bedding

· Bedroom Furniture

· Bar Furniture

· Bath

· Carpet/Rugs

· Case Goods (Wood Furniture)

· Chairs

· Container Only

· Contract Furniture

· Decorative Accessories

· Dining

· Home Theater

· Juvenile

· Kitchen

· Leather Furniture

· Lamp & Lighting

· Made in the USA

· Occasional Furniture

· Office

· Outdoor/Patio Furniture

· Ready to Assemble (RTA) Furniture

· Services

· Storage & Display

· Textiles/Softgoods

· Unfinished Furniture

· Upholstered Furniture

· Wall Décor

· US Warehouse available
C. Target Audience:
Target Audience comprises key retailers, wholesalers, interior designers, architects and other industry professionals that sell home furnishings in the categories listed above.   Core regions include Europe, Asia, South America and countries such as China, India, Russia, United Arab Emirates, Italy, Mexico, Canada, South Korea, Brazil and other emerging countries throughout the world.

3.  Event Promotion

A. Internet: Detailed information about High Point Market Fall 2011, including exhibitor information, technical papers, conference sessions, and hotels can be found at http://www.highpointmarket.org   

B. Multilanguage Brochures:  Multilanguage flyers are available electronically in the international section of the website: http://www.highpointmarket.org/int_overview.aspx 

4.  Activities
A.  Exhibit Dates and Hours:  
Saturday, October 22, 2011: 

8:00 AM - 7:00 PM

Sunday, October 23, 2011: 

8:00 AM - 7:00 PM

Monday, October 24, 2011: 

8:00 AM - 7:00 PM

Tuesday, October 25, 2011: 

8:00 AM - 7:00 PM
Wednesday, October 26, 2011: 
8:00 AM - 7:00 PM

Thursday, October 27, 2011: 

8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

B.  On-Floor Seminars:  High Point Market attendees may choose from more than sixty educational seminars each Market, some of which provide an opportunity to earn Continuing Education Unit (CEU) accreditation.  Seminars, led by leading consumer researchers, designers and consultants, cover all aspects of the home furnishings business, from current lifestyle trends to business-building techniques.  The majority of seminars at Market are free to attendees with a few charging a nominal fee to the sponsoring association. 
C.  Matchmaking:  The export specialists handling the furniture industry will be organizing a formal matchmaking program.  If delegates are interested in meeting with U.S. exhibitors, please contact Ms. Juanita Harthun (Juanita.harthun@trade.gov) for more information.  

Export Interest Directories are available for download through High Point Market’s website: http://www.highpointmarket.org/int_overview.aspx Hard copies of the directory will be distributed in the International Business Center during the show.
5.  International Business Center:
The International Buyer/Business Center (IBC) is centrally located in the heart of Market on the ground floor of Showplace West. You can ask your host on the shuttle or at the information center to direct you when you arrive. Your delegate information will be picked up here. The IBC offers complimentary breakfast and lunch, currency exchange, private meeting rooms, a prayer/meditation room, interpreter referrals, and complete concierge services. A first time visitor’s seminar is offered daily Saturday – Tuesday at 10am in the High Point Theatre next to the Transportation Terminal.
6.  Transportation:  There will be free shuttle service from all area hotels and free airport shuttles from three area airports. Shuttle information can be found on High Point Market’s website under the “Plan Your Trip” section. www.highpointmarket.org
If you are flying into Raleigh-Durham, NC or Charlotte, NC airports you MUST make a reservation for the shuttle online: 

http://www.highpointmarket.org/pyt_airportshuttles.aspx
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