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1) Summary 

AUVSI’s Unmanned Systems North America 2011, an IBP event, will be held in Washington, D.C. from August 16-19, 2011 at the Walter E. Washington Convention Center.


The Association for Unmanned Vehicle Systems International (AUVSI) is the world’s largest nonprofit organization devoted exclusively to advancing the unmanned systems community. With members from government organizations, industry and academia, the Association is committed to fostering, developing and promoting unmanned systems and related technologies. Through its annual convention, AUVSI’s Unmanned Systems North America, the Association brings together the world’s most extensive display of robotic and unmanned systems technology including air, ground, maritime (underwater and surface), space, and components. All Commercial Specialists and State Econ officers are asked to promote this event, and consider recruiting a delegation to this event.
2) Event Description

Through its annual convention, AUVSI’s Unmanned Systems North America, the Association brings together the world’s most extensive display of robotic and unmanned technology including air, ground, maritime (underwater and surface), space components. It is the largest exhibition and convention of its kind with over 6,500 attendees and more than 450 exhibitors from over 50 countries. Attendees include senior level executives and representatives from government, military, industry and academia.  The 2011 convention will include four days of exhibits spread throughout 473,000 gross square feet at the Walter E. Washington Convention Center.

The event will also feature live demonstrations within the exhibit hall, 150+ technical presentations, workshops, panels, and poster presentations. Also featured will be daily general sessions featuring keynote addresses from leading industry experts and high-ranking government and military officials.


In addition, there will be a number of networking opportunities.

There is no other event in the world that brings together every aspect of unmanned systems technology, from full-sized vehicles to component technologies, making this the most comprehensive event for anyone with a stake in the unmanned systems market.
3) Target Audience

AUVSI’s classification system includes several categories for international attendees (Government Defense, Government Non-Defense, Commercial Business and Academia). The technical level and professions vary from Software/Hardware Engineers and Chief Scientist to CEO. Until recently, the majority represented defense customers, but there is a rapidly increasing audience representing commercial and civil applications, including robotics. The countries represented by attendees in the past two years include: Australia, Austria, Belize, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, China, Colombia, Czech Republic, Ecuador, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, India, Israel, Italy and Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, Netherlands, Norway, Paraguay, Philippines, Romania, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Scotland, Singapore, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Taiwan, Thailand, Turkey, United Arab Emirates, and the United Kingdom.
4) Product Categories

Product categories on display during the show range from actual vehicles to component parts and a number of services related to the manufacturing and use of unmanned systems. The following list is an overview of the main product categories:

· Air Vehicle

· Component Technologies

· Ground Vehicle

· Manufacturing

· Maritime Vehicle

· Payloads/Subsystems

· Research and Development

· Robotics

· Spacecraft

· System Design (Engineering)

5) Benefits for IBP Delegations:
· Free access to exhibits 

· Advance list of U.S. exporting companies

· Access to the International Business Center (IBC)

· Letters of invitation for visa purpose

· Complimentary meeting rooms in the IBC on a first-come first-served basis 
· Discounted conferences and seminars (see excel attachment)

6) Event Contacts:

Carol Rudman, IBP Project Officer


1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.  

Mezzanine Level Room 800, Reagan Bldg.


Washington, D.C. 20230


Telephone: 202.482.0905, Fax: 202.482.7800, Email: carol.rudman@trade.gov

Steve Recobs, Senior Trade Specialist


Global Aerospace and Defense Team Leader


Indianapolis U.S. Export Assistance Center


11405 Pennsylvania St., Suite 106


Carmel, IN 46032


Telephone: 317.582.2300, Fax: 317.582.2300, Email: Steve.Recobs@trade.gov
AUVSI 2011 Contacts:
Melanie Hinton (lead AUVSI contact for IBP)
Senior Communications Manager
2700 S. Quincy Street, Suite 400
Arlington, VA 22206

Telephone: +1 571.255.7786, Fax: +1 703.845.9679, E-mail: mhinton@auvsi.org
Staci Butler
Vice President of Conference and Exposition Services
2700 Quincy Street, Suite 400

Arlington, VA 22206

Telephone: +1 571.255.7773, Fax: +1 703.845.9679, E-mail: butler@auvsi.org
Elton Sinoimeri (for questions about excel registration attachment) 
Member Services Specialist
2700 S. Quincy Street, Suite 400

Arlington, VA 22206

Telephone: +1 571.255.7789, Fax: +1 703.845.9679, Email: sinoimeri@auvsi.org
7)
Statistics:
Net square footage of paid exhibit space:

2008: 72,600

2009: 76,500

2010: 95,000
Number of Exhibitors (Domestic/International)
2008: 313 TOTAL (49 International)

2009: 325 TOTAL (65 International)

2010: 453 TOTAL (68 International)
Professional Attendees (Domestic/International)

2008: 2,886

Domestic:  2,549
International:  337

Number of countries represented:  42

2009: 3,385

Domestic:  2,838

International:  547

Number of countries represented:  41
2010: 4,041 
Domestic:  3,533

International:  508
Number of countries represented:  37

8)
Registration - Recruitment and Incentive for Delegations:
AUVSI will provide complimentary registration for the “Exhibits Only category”, however delegates will need to register and pay a fee should they want to attend sessions at well.  Fees for the sessions will be discounted – the early fee for whatever category they fall under will be offered until onsite registration fees start; there will NOT be a discount offered for onsite registration or for fee based conferences. 
















